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Finances for the Dental Associate: 
Building the Foundation Early

Learning Objectives:

Dental school does not provide the knowledge early-stage associates 
need to buy a practice and run it profitably.

SUGGESTED AUDIENCE:  
Dental Associates 

SUGGESTED FORMAT:  
Full or Partial Day;  

Lecture, Workshop, Keynote

Encouraging financial intelligence for early-stage dentists, Wes Read, CPA, CFP® shares the habits 
the associate should develop to achieve financial success. Associates will learn how to navigate the 
pathway from associate to practice owner through a clear set of guidelines and principles that 
enable dentists to successfully make the transition into ownership.  

Attendees will evaluate the pros and cons of purchasing a practice vs. building a start-up. They will 
learn a sequential timeline for events such as whether to purchase a practice or a home first and 
when to start saving in an IRA or 401K. They will understand the importance of saving to generate 
“liquidity” and how to stage themselves to be eligible for practice purchase lending. They will 
compare working as an employee vs. as an independent contractor and working for a DSO vs. in 
private practice. Attendees will gain foundational strategies helping them to grow toward practice 
ownership while living a rewarding, satisfying experience as a dentist.

• Know the financial timeline of events in 
your life to optimize financial progress  

•  Analyze student loan options: IBR, PAYE, 
REPAY, which one is for you?  

• Recognize the best time and plans for 
saving for retirement  

• Determine whether to pay down debt or 
invest your surplus income  

• Learn the pros and cons of working in 
private practice vs working corporate 
dentistry  

• Identify how to stage yourself to be 
eligible to borrow for practice purchase  

• Preparing for practice ownership

Student Loans 
Compare Income Driven Repayment 
Options (IBR, PAYE, REPAY) and assess 
which options, and its related tax affects, 
is right for you.

OPTIONAL COURSE CONTENT:
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